RELS 110 EXEGESIS PAPER GUIDELINES

Key Details: Your paper must be at least six complete double-spaced pages (Times New Roman 12 point font), not including the bibliography. Your paper must be uploaded by 
10:50 AM CT on December 8 on Canvas to both the Exegesis Paper assignment and the Chalk and Wire Submission of Exegesis Paper assignment on Canvas.
Support and Resources: The Exegesis subfolder in the Files folder on the course Canvas page has an exegesis rubric, citation guidelines, and examples of exegesis papers. I encourage you to write sections of your paper throughout the semester and to work with a writing tutor if you need help with grammar, writing mechanics, and citations. Writing tutors are available from 8-10 PM on Sunday-Thursday in the Library Writing Café (3rd floor) and via Zoom. You can also e-mail writing tutors to schedule an appointment at other times. More information is available on the CTL website: content.principia.edu/teaching-excellence/writingresearch-tutors/.
Selection of passage:  On November 5, you will turn in during class a sheet of paper with your name that quotes your passage from a Bible translation and identifies the book, chapter, and verses for the passage about which you plan to write your exegesis paper (for example, Genesis 1:26-28).  This will not be returned to you, so please keep a copy for yourself.  Your passage should consist of 1-5 consecutive verses from anywhere in the Old Testament.  Since you will need to write about the historical context of your passage, it would be challenging to write about a passage from a book that is difficult to date (Psalms, Proverbs…). Therefore, choosing a passage from a book like one of the major or minor prophets is recommended since the historical contexts for these books are usually more evident.  For example, if you want to write about a passage that is addressing the crisis of the Babylonian exile, you might consider a passage from Isa 40-55 or a text like Gen 1:26-28, Deut 30:1-5, or Jer 31:31-34.  Most importantly, choose a text that interests you, that is meaningful to you, and about which you would like to know more.
Sources for your bibliography:

At least ten scholarly sources, which must include the following:

· 1 dictionary entry on your word from Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
· 1 entry from Anchor Bible Dictionary or New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (the latter is available through the Ministry Matters link on the RELS 110 Library Guide)

· 2 multivolume Bible commentaries (Interpretation, New Interpreter’s Bible (available online through Ministry Matters), Smyth & Helwys, Westminster Bible Companion; (some copies of Smyth & Helwys, Wisdom, and Abingdon Old Testament Commentaries are available electronically on the Library website)
· 2 Bible translations (King James Version, New Revised Standard Version, New International Version, Common English Bible, New Jewish Publication Society)
· 1 source interpreting the Bible through the lens of gender or culture                                 (Women’s Bible Commentary, The Africana Bible, Global Bible Commentary,  The Peoples’ Companion to the Bible, The Queer Bible Commentary…)
· 3 more scholarly sources, which could include more of the above sources or sources such as Harris’ Exploring the Bible or HarperCollins Study Bible.

Most sources that you will need are in the Library Reference Collection, and many are also available online through the Library website: https://library.principiacollege.edu/REL110. 
Citing and Grading:   Please see the Society of Biblical Literature Citation Guide for Papers in Biblical Studies Courses on the course Canvas page regarding the proper format for footnotes and for citing sources on your bibliography. When you are including in your paper ideas that are unique to another source, always cite that source; failure to do so will result in a failing grade on your paper. I will take off one point for each grammatical error and misspelling up to 30%, so please edit your paper. 60% of your paper grade will be based on its content and how well it corresponds to the assignment guidelines below, 30% on its grammar, style, and organization, and 10% on the bibliography and how well its format corresponds to the examples in the Society of Biblical Literature Citation Guide for Papers in Biblical Studies Courses. 
Sections of Paper (use the following headings to introduce each section of your paper):
Introduction:  What passage did you choose, and why did you choose it?  Summarize this passage in your own words.  How has studying this passage in its literary, historical, and theological contexts impacted your understanding of this passage?   
Translations and Word Study:  After reading at least two different Bible translations of your passage and looking up at least one word from your passage in Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, share information from these sources that contributes to your understanding of the meaning of your passage.
Literary Context: If your verse(s) are part of a larger passage, share the boundaries of the larger passage and how your verse(s) fit into the structure of the larger passage.  How do your verses contribute to the meaning of their immediate literary context and to the book in which they appear, and how does this literary context contribute to your interpretation of this text? 
Social and Historical Context:  When and where may your passage have been written?  If this is known, who wrote it, for whom was it written, and what process of redaction did it undergo before reaching its final form? (You do not need to address the questions in the previous sentence if they are not relevant for your passage, but every paper must address the questions in the following sentence.) How does the historical context and cultural aspects of this context shed light on the meaning of this passage, and how does this passage address its historical context?  

Theological and Ethical Reading of the Passage:  How is God portrayed in the text, and what does this passage say about how we relate to God and humankind?  In what ways does the passage challenge, comfort, heal, rebuke, inspire? In other words, what are the ethical and theological messages of your passage?  
Conclusion and Application: What do you see as the relevance of the passage today? When applying this passage to today, here are some questions you might consider addressing:  Is there a connection between its present application and what the author(s) originally intended?  What personal, community, religious, cultural, social, political, or global issues might it address, and how does it address these issues?
