REL 101, 110, & 120 EXEGESIS PAPER GUIDELINES 
These are general guidelines which may be adapted by the instructor according to the needs of the class. The passage you are writing on should consist of consecutive verses, and your passage will be determined by you and your instructor.  Your paper must be at least seven double-spaced pages (Times New Roman 12 point font), not including the bibliography.  No more than 15% of your paper may be direct quotations from sources other than Bible translations.

Sources for your bibliography:

At least ten scholarly sources, which must include the following:

· 1 dictionary entry on your word from Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
· 1 entry from Anchor Bible Dictionary or New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible

· 2 Bible commentaries (Interpretation, New Interpreter’s Bible, Smyth & Helwys, Westminster Bible Companion)

· 2 Bible translations (King James Version, New Revised Standard Version, New International Version, Common English Bible, New Jewish Publication Society)

· 4 more scholarly sources, which could include more of the above sources or sources such as Harris’ Exploring the Bible, HarperCollins Study Bible, or an academic journal article accessed through ATLA
Please see the Society of Biblical Literature Citation Guide for Papers in Biblical   Studies Courses on your course Blackboard page and on the following library website    regarding the proper format for footnotes and for citing sources on your bibliography: http://library.principiacollege.edu/content.php?pid=286655&sid=2358299.  Also, when you are including in your paper ideas that are unique to another source, always cite that source; failure to do so will result in a failing grade on your paper.  
Sections of Paper (use the following headings to introduce each section of your paper):
Introduction:  What passage did you choose, and why did you choose it?  How has studying this passage in its literary, historical, and theological contexts impacted your understanding of this passage?   
Translations and Word Study:  After reading at least two different Bible translations of your passage and looking up at least one word from your passage in Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, share information from these sources that contributes to your understanding of the meaning of your passage.
Literary Context: If your verse(s) are part of a larger passage, share the boundaries of the larger passage and how your verse(s) fit into the structure of the larger passage.  How do your verses contribute to the meaning of their immediate literary context and to the book in which they appear, and how does this literary context contribute to your interpretation of this text? 
Social and Historical Context:  When and where may your passage have been written?  How does the historical context and cultural aspects of this context shed light on the meaning of this passage, and how does this passage address its historical context?  
Theological and Ethical Reading of the Passage:  How is God portrayed in the text, and what does this passage say about how we relate to God and humankind?  In what ways does the passage challenge, comfort, heal, rebuke, inspire? In other words, what are the ethical and theological messages of your passage?  
Conclusion and Application: What do you see as the relevance of the passage today? When applying this passage to today, here are some questions you might consider addressing:  Is there a connection between its present application and what the author(s) originally intended?  What personal, community, ecclesial, cultural, social, political, or global issues might it address, and how does it address these issues?



























